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July 31, 1957

MEMCRANDUM FOR THE CHAIRMWAN, EDAC WOREIHG GROUF II1
FROM; Department of Dafense Member
SUBJECT: Froposal for MATC feview of Trede Controls

Eroblen:

To develop a position on the JCS proposal for introducing the trade
eontrol question imto the North Atlantic Council "to insure that the
strategic and security aspeats of this vital Yestern cold sar instrument
are agcorded proper emphasis vis-a-vis economic and sommercial considera-

Inquiries were addressed to USRO and to Embassies london and Tokyo,
soliciting their views ss to the feasibility of asking WATC fer a reviev
-of the %rade gonirol questlon,

Repliss now received from all three scurces do not support the
approsch to TATO, at this time, in terms of the outgoing request for
visws. USRO is of the opinion that the Worth Atlantlc Council (WAC)
eould handle such & questlon even though Far Eastern aspectz are invelved.
All the veplies, however, expreas doubt that other PC's would favor the
proposal, largely because they would ®suspect it as a US maneuver to
achisve over-all tightening of controls." Also thers is the possibility
that the request wae interpreted as involving a more extsnsive review by
NATO than the JCS proposal intended. _

Tt should be made olear, in the first place, that the purpose of the
1 was not to achieve a "tightening® of oontrols in terms of what

bas recently been lost, but to achieve gffsctive collective arrangements
in the fisld of irade controls, in which the security aspects are accorded
proper smphasis and US unilateral controls experience less frustration.
In the second place, the request did not envision an extensive review of
the program by TATO, but desired a judgment by WATO, as the body having
the primary intersst in the security of a most significant part of the
fres world, of the impact on or coantribution of the eccnomic defense
progras to free world security arrangemenis.
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Senglugion:

A+ It is the position of the Department of Defense that the U.S.
Government should ask the Morth Atlantie Council, in its political and
ssonomic reporis:

1. To taks note of the faot that there exists & multilatersl
and unilateral trade control prograrz, developed as part of the larger
system of military and political alliances, with the objestive of re-
tarding the growth of the war potentlial of the Sinc-Soviet bloec.

2« To give its consideration and advice on appropriste economic
ssourity measures which would have an impact on the Sino-3oviet bloe and
would support the objectives of NATO,

B, It is further goncluded that such NATC Reports and Studies as

are applleable to the trade control problem should be given appropriate
oonsideration in the 0G/COCOM forum.
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